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DETAILED ACTION 


Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114. including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1, 17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
07/07/2006 has been entered. 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claim(s) 1-8, 10, 11, 13-16, and 18 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Hayrinen U.S. Patent No. 541 1 117 in view of Darwent et al. 
U.S. Patent No. 3768597. 

4. Regarding claim 1, Hayrinen discloses a hydraulic elevator repair safety 
platform although not a hydraulic elevator repair safety platform for temporary 
installation on an elevator car per se, Hayrinen has all the structure set forth in the 
claims. The intended use in the preamble adds no patentable weight to the claims. 
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5. Hayrinen discloses a hydraulic elevator repair safety platform comprised of an 
elongate central beam 12 having a first end and a second end, the beam 12 adapted to 
be releasably connected to an elevator car 1 during a repair operation and being 
removed after the repair operation due to tie bolts 17. 

6. Hayrinen is silent concerning a guide clamp assembly connected to the beam 
and adapted to be received by an elevator guide rail system. 

7. DanA/ent et al. teaches a guide clamp assembly 13 connected to a beam 21 and 
adapted to be received by an elevator guide rail system 25. 

8. DanA^ent et al. further teaches the guide clamp assembly 13 having an actuating 
arm 87 adapted to be actuated by a downward movement of the elevator car 16, 
whereby when a central beam 21 is temporarily connected to the elevator car 16 normal 
operation of the elevator car 16 is prevented and actuation of the actuating arm 87 
causes said guide clamp assembly 13 to grip the guide rail system 25, which facilitates 
immobilization of the elevator car 16. 

9. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to provide a guide clamp assembly as taught by DanA/ent et al. to the central 
beam of the hydraulic elevator disclosed by Hayrinen to immobilize the elevator car to 
prevent downward drifts due to hydraulic fluid leaks and provide the elevator car with a 
safety brake should the car over speed in the downward direction. 

10. Regarding claim 2, Hayrinen further discloses a first end portion, shown in 
Figure 2 as the left end portion of the beam attached to the car frame, connected to the 
first end of the beam 12, shown in Figure 2 as the left end of the beam 12, and a 
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second end portion, shown in Figure 2 as the right end portion of the beam attached to 
the car frame, connected to the second end of the beam 12 shown in Figure 2 as the 
right end of the beam 12, the first end portion and the second end portion adapted to be 
connected to the elevator car 1 . 

1 1 . Regarding claim 4, Hayrinen is further silent concerning a guide clamp 
assembly including a pair of guide clamps. 

12. Darwent et al. further teaches the guide clamp assembly 13 including a pair of 
guide clamps 47. 

1 3. DanA^ent et al. further teaches one of the guide clamps 47 being connected to the 
first end of the beam 21 and another guide clamp 47 being connected to the second 
end of the beam 21, 

14. Darwent et al, further teaches the guide clamps 47 adapted to be received by the 
elevator guide rail system 25, wherein one guide clamp 47 is actuated by the actuating 
arm 87 and another guide clamp 47 is actuated by another actuating arm 95 to cause 
the guide clamps 47 to grip the guide rail system 25. 

1 5. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to provide a guide clamp assembly including a pair of guide clamps as taught 
by Darwent et al. to the central beam of the hydraulic elevator disclosed by Hayrinen to 
immobilize the elevator car to prevent downward drifts due to hydraulic fluid leaks and 
provide the elevator car with a safety brake should the car over speed in the downward 
direction. 


Application/Control Number: 10/714,248 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3654 

16. Regarding claim 5, Hayrinen is further silent concerning a guide clamp 
assembly including a guide clamp linkage. 

17. DanA/ent et al. further teaches a guide clamp assembly 13 includes a guide clamp 
linkage 89 linking one actuating arm 87 to another actuating arm 95 to provide a 
simultaneous actuation the guide clamps 47. 

1 8. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to provide a guide clamp assembly including a guide clamp linkage as taught 
by Darwent et al. to the central beam of the hydraulic elevator disclosed by Hayrinen to 
immobilize the elevator car to prevent downward drifts due to hydraulic fluid leaks, 
provide the elevator car with a safety brake should the car over speed in the downward 
direction, and facilitate synchronized engagement of the guide clamps. 

19. Regarding claim 6, Hayrinen is further silent concerning a guide clamp 
assembly including a safety cable. 

20. Danwent et al. further teaches a guide clamp assembly 13 including a safety 
cable 1 1 operatively connected to the guide clamp linkage 89 to cause actuation of the 
actuating arm 87, 95 of each of the guide clamps 47. 

21 . It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to provide a guide clamp assembly including a safety cable as taught by 
Darwent et al. to the central beam of the hydraulic elevator disclosed by Hayrinen to 
immobilize the elevator car to prevent downward drifts due to hydraulic fluid leaks and 
provide the elevator car with a safety brake should the car over speed in the downward 
direction. 
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22. Regarding claim 7, Hayrinen further discloses a pair of guide shoes 18 but is 
silent concerning the guide shoes apart of guide clamps. 

23. Danvent et al. further teaches the guide clamps 47 including a pair of guide 
shoes 23 for engagement with the guide rail system 25. 

24. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to include a pair of guide shoes disclosed by Hayrinen to the guide clamps 
taught by Darwent et al. to facilitate the guidance of the elevator and guide clamp 
assembly on the guide rail system. 

25. Regarding claim 8, Hayrinen further discloses the central beam 12 including a 
pair of spaced apart channel sections (not numbered but shown in Figure 3) connected 
by a plurality of rigging members 17. 

26. Regarding claim 10, Hayrinen discloses a hydraulic elevator repair safety 
platform although not a hydraulic elevator repair safety platform for temporary 
installation on an elevator car per se, Hayrinen has all the structure set forth in the 
claims. The intended use in the preamble adds no patentable weight to the claims. 

27. Hayrinen discloses a hydraulic elevator repair safety platform comprised of an 
elongate central beam 12 having a first end and a second end, the beam 12 adapted to 
be releasably connected to an elevator car 1 and removed after a repair operation due 
to tie bolts 17. 

28. Hayrinen is silent concerning a pair of guide clamps with actuating arms. 
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29. Darwent et al. further teaches a pair of guide clamps 47. each of the guide 
clamps 47 being connected to an associated one of the first and second ends of a beam 
21 and adapted to be received by an elevator guide rail system 25. 

30. DanA/ent et al. further teaches each of said guide clamps 47 having an actuating 
arm 87 for actuation by a downward movement of the elevator car, whereby when the 
central beam 21 is temporarily connected to the elevator car 16 normal operation of the 
elevator car 16 is prevented and the actuation of the actuating arm 87, 95 of each of the 
guide clamps 47 causes the guide clamps 47 to grip the guide rail system 25 which 
facilitates immobilization of the elevator car 16. 

31 . It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to provide guide clamps having actuating arms as taught by DanA/ent et al. to 
the central beam of the hydraulic elevator disclosed by Hayrinen to immobilize the 
elevator car to prevent downward drifts due to hydraulic fluid leaks and provide the 
elevator car with a safety brake should the car over speed in the downward direction. 

32. Regarding claim 11, Hayrinen discloses a first end portion and said second end 
portion, shown in Figure 2, adapted to be connected to the elevator car 1 . 

33. Hayrinen is silent concerning a first and second end portion disposed between a 
first and second end of the beam and guide clamps. 

34. DanA/ent et al. further teaches a first end portion disposed between a first end of 
a beam 21 , shown in Figure 5 as the left side of beam 21 , and one of the guide clamps 
47, and a second end portion disposed between said second end of the beam 21, 
shown in Figure 5 as the right side of beam 21 , and another of said guide clamps 47, 
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35. Darwent et al. further teaches the first end portion and said second end portion 
adapted to be connected to the elevator car 16. 

36. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to dispose the first and second end portion of the beam disclosed by Hayrinen 
between the first and second end of the beam and guide clamps taught by Darwent et 
al. to facilitate the connection between the elevator car and the guide clamps. 

37. Regarding claim 13, Hayrinen is further silent concerning a guide clamp linkage. 

38. Darwent et al. further teaches a guide clamp linkage 89 linking the actuating 
arms 87, 95 to provide a simultaneous actuation of the actuating arms 87, 95. 

39. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to provide a guide clamp assembly including a guide clamp linkage as taught 
by Dan/vent et al. to the central beam of the hydraulic elevator disclosed by Hayrinen to 
immobilize the elevator car to prevent downward drifts due to hydraulic fluid leaks, 
provide the elevator car with a safety brake should the car over speed in the downward 
direction, and facilitate synchronized engagement of the guide clamps. 

40. Regarding claim 14, Hayrinen is further silent concerning a safety cable. 

41 . Darwent et al. further teaches a safety cable 1 1 connected to the guide clamp 
linkage 89 for actuation of actuating arms. 

42. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to provide a guide clamp assembly including a safety cable as taught by 
Darwent et al. to the central beam of the hydraulic elevator disclosed by Hayrinen to 
immobilize the elevator car to prevent downward drifts due to hydraulic fluid leaks and 
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provide the elevator car with a safety brake should the car over speed in the downward 
direction. 

43. Regarding claim 15, Hayrinen further discloses a pair of guide shoes 18 to 
engage the elevator guide rail system 5 but is silent concerning the pair of guide shoes 
connected to guide clamps. 

44. Darwent et al. further teaches a pair of guide shoes 23 connected to each of the 
guide clamps 47 to engage the elevator guide rail system 25. 

45. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to include a pair of guide shoes disclosed by Hayrinen to the guide clamps 
taught by Darwent et al. to facilitate the guidance of the elevator and guide clamp 
assembly on the guide rail system. 

46. Regarding claim 16, Hayrinen discloses a hydraulic elevator repair safety 
platform although not a hydraulic elevator repair safety platform for temporary 
installation on an elevator car per se, Hayrinen has all the structure set forth in the 
claims. The intended use in the preamble adds no patentable weight to the claims. 

47. Hayrinen discloses a hydraulic elevator repair safety platform comprised of an 
elongate central beam 12 having a first end and a second end. 

48. Hayrinen further discloses a first end portion, shown in Figure 2 as the left end 
portion of the beam attached to the car frame, disposed on the first end of the beam 12, 
shown in Figure 2 as the left end of the beam 12, and adapted to be connected to an 
elevator car; a second end portion, shown in Figure 2 as the right end portion of the 
beam attached to the car frame, disposed on the second end of said beam, shown in 
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Figure 2 as the right end of the beam 12, and adapted to be releasably connected to the 
elevator car and removed after a repair operation due to tie bolts 17. 

49. Hayrinen is further silent concerning a pair of guide clamps adapted to be 
received by an elevator guide rail system. 

50. DanA/ent et al. further teaches a pair of guide clamps 47 adapted to be received 
by an elevator guide rail system 25, one of the guide clamps 47 connected to a first end 
portion and another of the guide clamps 47 connected to the second end portion. 

51 . DanA/ent et al. further teaches each of the guide clamps 47 having an actuating 
arm 87, 95, whereby when the central beam 21 is temporarily connected to the elevator 
car 16 normal operation of the elevator car 16 is prevented and the actuation of the 
actuating arm 87, 95 of each of the guide clamps 47 causes the guide clamps 47 to grip 
the guide rail system 25 which facilitates immobilization of the elevator car 16. 

52. DanA/ent et al. further teaches a guide clamp linkage 89 linking said actuating 
arms 87, 95 to provide a simultaneous actuation of the actuating arms 87, 95. 

53. Darwent et al. further teaches a cable 1 1 operatively connected to the guide 
clamp linkage 89 to cause actuation of the actuating arms 87, 95 in response to a 
downward movement of the elevator car. 

54. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to provide a guide clamp assembly as taught by DanA/ent et al. to the central 
beam of the hydraulic elevator disclosed by Hayrinen to immobilize the elevator car to 
prevent downward drifts due to hydraulic fluid leaks and provide the elevator car with a 
safety brake should the car over speed in the downward direction. 
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55. Regarding claim 18, Hayrinen further discloses a pair of guide shoes 18 to 
engage the elevator guide rail system 5 but is silent concerning guide shoes connected 
to guide clamps. 

56. Darwent et al. further teaches a pair of guide shoes 23 connected to each of the 
guide clamps 47 to engage the elevator guide rail system 25. 

57. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to include a pair of guide shoes disclosed by Hayrinen to the guide clamps 
taught by Darwent et al, to facilitate the guidance of the elevator and guide clamp 
assembly on the guide rail system. 

58. Claim(s) 3 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hayrinen U.S. Patent No. 541 1 1 17 in view of DanA/ent et al. U.S. Patent No. 3768597 
as applied to claimi above, and further in view of Chapelain et al. U.S. Patent No. 
5035300. 

59. Regarding claim 3, Hayrinen is further silent concerning an adjustably 
connected first and second end portion. 

60. Chapelain et al. teaches a first end portion 3 adjustably connected to a first end 
of a beam 1 and a second end portion 3 is adjustably connected to a second end of said 
beam 1 for selectively varying a distance between said first and second end portions 3. 

61 . It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to adjustably connect first and second end portions taught by Chapelain et al. 
to the first and second end of the beam disclosed by Hayrinen to supply means to adapt 
to various elevator cars. 
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62. Regarding claim 17, Hayrinen is further silent concerning an adjustably 
connected first and second end portion. 

63. Chapelain et al. teaches a first end portion 3 adjustably connected to a first end 
of a beam 1 and a second end portion 3 is adjustably connected to a second end of said 
beam 1 . 

64. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to adjustably connect first and second end portions taught by Chapelain et al. 
to the first and second end of the beam disclosed by Hayrinen to supply means to adapt 
to various elevator cars. 

65. Claim(s) 9 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hayrinen U.S. Patent No. 541 1 1 17 in view of Darwent et al. U.S. Patent No. 3768597 
as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Mizuno JP Publication No. 04- 
341478. 

66. Regarding claim 9, Hayrinen discloses rigging members 17 attached to channel 
sections 27 but is silent concerning rigging members including U-bolts and retaining rod. 

67. Mizuno teaches rigging members include U-bolts 14 attached to channel sections 
5 and to retaining rods 13 extending between the channel sections 5. 

68. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to provide the channel sections disclosed by Hayrinen with U-bolts attached to 
channel sections and to retaining rods extending between the channel sections to 
facilitate the connection between the channel sections of the beam. 
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Response to Arguments 

69. Applicant's arguments filed 07/07/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

70. In response to applicant's argument that "none of the references cited by the 
Examiner concern a repair safety platform used to protect maintenance persons 
working in an elevator shaft during operation" all the reference's repair safety platforms 
cited are capable of being used to protect maintenance persons working in an elevator 
shaft during a repair operation. 

71 . In response to applicant's argument that "the Hayrien arrester is not actuated by 
downward movement of the elevator car as defined by Applicant's claims" the teachings 
of DanA/ent et al. was provided for the teachings regarding the guide clamp assembly as 
well as the teachings of the guide clamp assembly adapted to be actuated by a 
downward movement of the elevator car, Paragraph 8. 

72. In response to applicant's argument that "the safety does not prevent normal 
operation of the elevator car and is not used during a repair operation" a brake is 
capable of preventing normal operation of an elevator car and capable of being used 
during a repair operation. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric Pico whose telephone number is 571-272-5589. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30AM - 3:00PM M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Katherine Matecki can be reached on 571-272-6951 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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